
This is an in house tool that many people may not know about. Click on the WSDOT Sheet Items button 
 

 
 

This will bring up the WSDOT Sheet Items Menu.  Under the Cells there is a list item called "North Arrow for 
References" 
 

 
 

This little jewel could have certainly been at home on the Handy Items menu as well, just because it is so, uhm, 
handy.  In creation of a plan set it is a very important thing to get your North arrow on the sheet in the correct 
orientation.  When I was doing production work I placed north arrows in the base map, then when I referenced the 
base map to my sheet I would copy them onto the sheet and scale them to the correct size.  Although this is a fairly 
easy process it did mean that you had to go back into the base and delete those North arrows or turn that level off 
in the reference.  Turning the level off in the reference is not always a valid option because of the limited level 
structure, levels are at a premium.  This inconspicuous command makes your life much easier when dealing with 
North arrows and references. 
 
>Click on the command from the menu 
>The prompt will then read "Element Selection > Select Reference:" 
>Data Point on a reference 
>A North arrow will be tied to your cursor pointing in the North direction based on you reference rotation 
>Data Point to place the North arrow 
>Select your next reference and continue on with the other references 
>Reset to end the command 

 


